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This is based on a full list of the national legislations related to soil protection in the 27 EU Member 

States (updated to the 1st January 2007).   

 
The following pages report a complete list of legislations in all EU Members States (alphabetical 
order): 
 
1. Austria 
 
Soil protection and soil decontamination are the object of many different laws which have been 
adopted without coherent coordination. The Federal Constitutional Law on Comprehensive 
Environmental Protection binds legislators to enact efficient laws for soil protection (for 'keeping 
the soil clean'); though there are no measures for imposing sanctions. There is no comprehensive 
federal law on soil protection in Austria and the one in force is very fragmented. Soil conservation 
is the responsibility of provincial authorities, although it is mainly focused on restoring and 
maintaining agricultural land. Specific soil-protection laws (e.g. Soil Protection Acts, ordinances on 
Sewage Sludge Application on agricultural land) exist in some Länder. 
 
The Act for the Clean-up of Contaminated Sites (Act N°299/1989) was primarily meant to be a 
means of funding clean-up measures and provides for the Federal Ministry to coordinate the 
investigation, assessment and remedial response to contaminated sites at a national level. More than 
99% of Austria’s drinking water is supplied by groundwater, leading to a very strong emphasis on 
prevention of groundwater pollution by the Water Act (Act N°215/1959, and its subsequent 
amendments). Contaminated sites with potential risks are identified through the use of drinking 
water standards. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Federal Ministry of Environment

Austrian Federal Environment Agency 
(Umweltbundesamt) 

On federal level  
Protocol implementing the Alpine Convention as 
regards soil conservation 

Protocol of 16/10/1998 (only in French) 

Federal Constitutional Law on Comprehensive 
Environmental Protection 

BGBl 1984/491 

Environment Promotion Act BGBl 1993/17 pp. 2171-2182, last amended BGBl I 
2002/47

Prevention of soil pollution related to agriculture  
Pesticides Act  BGBl I 1997/60 
Chemical Act BGBl I 1997/53 
Fertilizer Act BGBl I 1994/513 idF BGBl I 1998/117 
Water law: prescriptions on use of manure BGBl 215/1959 

Prevention of soil pollution related to forestry  
Forestry Act BGBl 1975/440 idF BGBl 1996/419 

Prevention of soil pollution related to industry and 
waste management 

 

Trade regulations BGBl 1994/19 idF BGBl 1998/116 
Waste Management Act BGBl 1990/325 idF BGBl I 1998/151 

Identification, registration and cleaning up of 
polluted land 
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http://www.lebensministerium.at/article/archive/1452/?SectionIDOverride=110
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at/en/umweltschutz/boden/
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mul33715.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/aut4738.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/aut33488.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/aut33488.pdf


Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
Act for the clean-up of contaminated sites BGBl 1989/299 idF BGBl I 2004/136
Inventory of contaminated sites BGBl II 2006/73

Acts of the Länder  
Soil Protection  
- Burgenländisches Bodenschutzgesetz  
- Niederösterreiches Bodenschutzgesetz  
- Oberösterreiches Bodenschutzgesetz  
- Salzburger Bodenschutzgesetz  
- Steiermärkisches landwirtschaftliches 

Bodenschutzgesetz  
- Steiermärkische 

Bodenschutzprogrammverordnung  

- LGBl. 87/1990 idF LGBl. 32/2001  
- LGBl. Nr. 6160 –2, 3. Novelle 207/01 
- LGBl. 115/1991 idF LGBl. Nr. 84/2002 
- LGBl. 80/2001 
- LGBl. Nr. 58/2000 
- LGBl. Nr. 11/1988 

Sludge, manure and waste  
- Burgenländische Klärschlamm- und 

Müllkompostverordnung 
- LGBl. Nr. 82/1991 

- Kärntner Klärschlamm- und Kompostverordnung  - LGBl. Nr. 74/2000 
- Niederösterreichische Klärschlammverordnung  - 3. Novelle 51/01LGBl. Nr. 6160/2-3. 
- Niederösterreichische Müllkompostverordnung  - 1. Novelle 79/94 LGBl. Nr. 6160/1-1. 
- Oberösterreichische Klärschlamm-, Müll- und 

Klärschlammkompostverordnung  
- LGBl. Nr. 21/1993. 

- Salzburger Klärschlamm- 
Bodenschutzverordnung  

- LGBl. Nr. 85/2002 

- Steiermärkische Klärschlammverordnung - LGBl. Nr. 89/1987 idF LGBl. Nr. 51/2001 
- Steiermärkische Gülleverordnung  
- Vorarlberger Klärschlammverordnung  - LGBl.Nr. 31/1987 idF LGBl. Nr. 27/2002 
- Vorarlberger Klärschlammgesetz  - LGBl. 41/1985 idF LGBl. Nr. 58/2001 

- LGBl. 41/1985 i.d.F. 27/2002 
- Landwirtschaftliche Verwertung von 

Klärschlämmen – Empfehlung für die Betreiber 
von Abwasserreinigungsanlagen (1984) 

- ÖWWV-Regelblatt 17 

- Deponieverordnung (1997): Grenzwerte für 
Bodenaushubdeponien 

 

- Kompostverordnung  
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http://www.vorarlberg.at/pdf/alsag136_2004.pdf
http://ris1.bka.gv.at/authentic/findbgbl.aspx?name=entwurf&format=pdf&docid=COO_2026_100_2_236896


 
2. Belgium 
 
Most of the environmental competences are exercised by the Regions: specific and comprehensive 
clean-up legislation and policy are elaborated in the Flemish Region. Initially, in Flanders, the 
Waste Decree of 1981 dealt with waste management, including some general measures with regard 
to decontamination of polluted sites. However OVAM (Public Waste Agency of Flanders) had very 
limited powers to pursue an effective soil decontamination policy or to impose/carry out concrete 
soil clean-up measures. The Flemish Decree on Soil Decontamination of 1995 offers a framework 
for a coordinated approach to soil decontamination. Under this Decree, soil includes both the 'solid 
phase' and 'groundwater'. The procedure to follow is a preliminary soil investigation, followed when 
appropriate by a full (quantitative) soil investigation, a soil remediation plan and the remedial works 
themselves. The protection of the soil in the Brussels Capital Region is approached indirectly 
through various provisions of the environmental legislation covering i.e. classified installations, 
waste. The Walloon Region has adopted in 2004 a decree on polluted soil and its remediation and a 
plan for waste management and prevention. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Federal Portal

Flanders region: soil legislation  
Walloon region: general legislation - environment
Brussels Capital region: environment - soil

On federal level  
Soil remediation of service stations: cooperation 
between the Federal State, the Flemish, the Walloon 
and the Brussels Capital Region on execution and 
financing 

MB 29/09/2003

Trade on fertilisers, soil improving substances and 
cultivation substrates 

Royal order of 07/01/1998 (only French and Dutch) 

On regional level  
Soil decontamination/remediation/cleanup and soil protection 

Flanders 
 

Decree of 11/10/2006 (follow-up of Decree of 
22/02/1995) - Regulation VLAREBO of 5/03/1996

Brussels Capital Region 
 

Ordinance N° 97-1252 of 05/06/1997 on 'Environmental 
Permits' 

Ordinance 13/05/2004 on  Management of Polluted Soils 
Decree of 21/01/1999 containing the operating 

conditions for service stations (Belgian 
O.J.1999.03.24 ) 

Walloon Region Decree of 01/04/2004
Prevention and management of waste 

Flanders Waste Decree of 02/07/1981 - Regulation VLAREA of 
05/12/2003

Brussels Capital Region Waste Decree of 27/06/1996 
Order on the exploitation of waste burning centres of 

27/02/2003
Order of 15/07/1993 on the use of sewage sludge in 

agriculture 
Walloon Region Plan of 16/06/2004 for Waste Prevention and Waste 

Management 2003-2007  
Decree of 12/01/2005 on the use of sewage sludge on or 

in the soil coming from sceptic tank sludge processing 
centres   
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http://www.belgium.be/eportal/application?origin=searchResults.jsp&event=bea.portal.framework.internal.refresh&pageid=contentPage&docId=4477
http://www.emis.vito.be/wet_ENG_navigator/bodem.htm
http://wallex.wallonie.be/indexMain.html
http://environnement.wallonie.be/
http://www.ibgebim.be/
http://www.ibgebim.be/francais/contenu/DroitBruxResult.asp?mot=&id_evenement=10&typelegi=all&ref=1541&Submit=Rechercher
http://reflex.raadvst-consetat.be/reflex/pdf/Mbbs/2003/09/29/83580.pdf
https://portal.health.fgov.be/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/INTERNET_PG/HOMEPAGE_MENU/MILIEU1_MENU/CHEMISCHESTOFFEN1_MENU/MESTSTOFFEN1_MENU/MESTSTOFFEN1_DOCS/KB%20AR%2007-01-1998%20NL-FR.PDF
http://www.ovam.be/jahia/Jahia/cache/offonce/pid/176?actionReq=actionPubDetail&fileItem=1135
http://www.emis.vito.be/wet_ENG_navigator/index.htm
http://www.emis.vito.be/wet_ENG_navigator/index.htm
http://www.ibgebim.be/DbDroit/download/20040513_O_Sol.pdf
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/api2.pl?lg=fr&pd=1999-03-24&numac=1999031058
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi/api2.pl?lg=fr&pd=1999-03-24&numac=1999031058
http://reflex.raadvst-consetat.be/reflex/pdf/Mbbs/2004/06/07/87037.pdf
http://www.emis.vito.be/wet_ENG_navigator/index.htm
http://www.emis.vito.be/wet_ENG_navigator/index.htm
http://wallex.wallonie.be/wallexII?PAGEDYN=SIGNTEXT&CODE=131426&IDREV=2&MODE=STATIC
http://www.juridat.be/cgi_loi/loi_a.pl
http://www.ibgebim.be/DbDroit/download/20031127_PlanDechet2003_2007.pdf
http://wallex.wallonie.be/wallexII?PAGEDYN=indexBelgiqueLex.html&DATACT=12/01/1995&DATPUBOFF=12/04/1995&PAGEMB=9277


 
3. Bulgaria 
 
The Environmental Protection Act of 1991 is based on the "polluter pays" principle and on 
pollution prevention. Since the adoption of this Act, a lot of progress has been made. However, 
further efforts are required to establish a sufficient framework to control pollution.  
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Environment and Water

National Environmental Legislation
Main elements of EU environmental legislation 
embodied or becoming adopted in the national legal 
system 

Summary

Environmental Protection Act N° 91 of 25/09/2002
Pollution and contamination of the soil  

National Agri-Environment Programme (NAEP) 
for Bulgaria (2007 – 2013) 

Soil and Water Protection Scheme (p36) 

Code of good agricultural practice Decree RD 09-431 of 22/08/2005 
Protection of Agricultural Land Act - Executive measures (only in Bulgarian) 
Protection of waters from contamination with 
nitrates with agricultural origin 

Ordinance N° 2 of 16/10/2000 

Re-cultivation of land, soil enrichment, humus 
overlay treatment 

 

Harmful substances into the soil Regulation (only in Bulgarian) 
Waste Regulation of 02/10/1996 (only in Bulgarian) 

Waste Management Act N° 86 of 30/09/2003
Reduction of municipal biodegradable waste 
going to landfill 

Draft Strategy of 03/2006 

UN Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2002 (English) - 2006 (Russian) 
 
4. Cyprus 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and 

Environment
Soil Conservation Law Law of 28/04/1952
Pollution of the soil  

The Water and Soil Pollution Control  Law No.106(I)/2002
Water Pollution Control No.13 (I)/2004

Nitrates from Agriculture Sources Regulations RAA 534/2002 
Code of Good Agricultural Practice  Ordinance RAA 407/2002
Use of sludge in agriculture Act RAA 517/2002

The Action Program  RAA 41/2004 
Waste  

Waste from particularly pollutant activities Regulation No.56(Ι)/2003
Solid and Hazardous Waste  Law No.215(I)/2002 
Packaging and Packaging Waste  Law No.32(I)/2002

Ratification of the UN Convention on Desertification Law No. 23(III)/1999 - Report of 2002
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http://www.moew.government.bg/index_e.html
http://www.moew.government.bg/europe/harmony_e.html
http://www.rec.org/REC/Publications/EUlaw/FeeBased/Bulgaria2.html
http://www.moew.government.bg/recent_doc/legislation/EPA_En.working%20version.doc
http://chm.moew.government.bg/modules_files/NAEP%20-%20draft%205.doc
http://www.soils-bg.org/doc/download/%C7%C0%CA%CE%CD%20%C7%C0%20%CE%CF%C0%C7%C2%C0%CD%C5%20%CD%C0%20%C7%C5%CC%C5%C4%C5%CB%D1%CA%C8%D2%C5%20%C7%C5%CC%C8.pdf
http://www.soils-bg.org/doc/download/%CF%D0%C0%C2%C8%CB%CD%C8%CA%20%C7%C0%20%CF%D0%C8%CB%C0%C3%C0%CD%C5%20%CD%C0%20%C7%C0%CA%CE%CD%C0%20%C7%C0%20%CE%CF%C0%C7%C2%C0%CD%C5%20%CD%C0%20%C7%C5%CC%C5%C4%C5%CB%D1%CA%C8%D2%C5%20%C7%C5%CC%C8.pdf
http://www.soils-bg.org/doc/download/%CD%C0%D0%C5%C4%C1%C0%20%B9%203%20%C7%C0%20%CD%CE%D0%CC%C8%20%CE%D2%CD%CE%D1%CD%CE%20%C4%CE%CF%D3%D1%D2%C8%CC%CE%D2%CE%20%D1%DA%C4%DA%D0%C6%C0%CD%C8%C5%20%CD%C0%20%C2%D0%C5%C4%CD%C8%20%C2%C5%D9%C5%D1%D2%C2%C0%20%C2%20%252
http://www.build.bg/bg/law/law_doc/182.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/recent_doc/legislation/waste/en/WMA%20ENG.pdf
http://www.moew.government.bg/recent_doc/dialog/debate/waste/Draft%20Strategy_final.ENG.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2002/bulgaria-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/bulgaria-rus.pdf
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/agriculture.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
http://www.moa.gov.cy/moa/agriculture.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cyp3083.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cyp54305G.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/cyp52418G.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2002/cyprus-eng.pdf


 
5. Czech Republic 
 
Since 1990 there have been many amendments to environmental regulations in Czech Republic, 
adapting the legislation to the new political and social change, resulting primarily from the 
privatization process and the Czech Republic's move to affiliate with Western countries. Before 
1990, legislation addressing environmental issues was neither comprehensive nor unified under one 
ministry, leaving some areas incomplete and others (e.g. waste management) ignored. The existing 
legislation mainly focused on economic aspects and enforcement was rare and ineffective. After 
1990, most new legislation has been adopted quickly, often resulting in inconsistencies and 
oversights. In the past few years, the goal of the Czech government has been to harmonise all 
legislation, including environmental legislation, with the acquis communautaire.  
 
In the Czech agricultural sector, a number of changes of an ownership, organizational, or structural 
nature have occurred over the past 15 years with a direct impact on the soil uses. Organic farming 
has been developed in the Czech Republic since 1990. The number of organic farms has grown 
significantly since that year, leading inter alia to a significant decrease in the consumption of 
pesticides and mineral fertilizers and a reduction in atmospheric deposition, which partially 
mitigated the risk of soil contamination by hazardous elements. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Czech Ministry of Agriculture

Czech Ministry of Environment
Czech environmental legislation and more in czech  

State Environmental Policy January 2001
Environmental Protection Act 17/1992 of 05/12/1991
Environmental Impact Assessment  Law of 2001
Waste & Pollution  

Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Act 76/2002 Coll. 01/03/2002
Waste Management  Waste Management Plan of 11/03/2004

Act on Waste of 2004
Water Act Act 254 of 28/06/2001

Agriculture & Forestry  
Protection of Agricultural Land and Soil Act No. 334/1992 (only in Czech) 
Coll.  specifying some details of protection of 
agricultural land and soil 

Decree No. 13/1994  
 

Use of treated sludge on agricultural land Decree 382 of 17/10/2001
Forests Act Act No 289/1995 of 03/11/1995 

Mining Law Law N°44/1988 Coll. (Law N°541/1991 Coll., 
N°10/1993 Coll. and N°168/1993 Coll.) 
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http://www.mze.cz/en
http://www.env.cz/AIS/web-en.nsf/
http://www.eel.nl/documents/czech_envleg.htm
http://www.env.cz/env.nsf/legislativa?OpenFrameSet
http://www.env.cz/www/zamest.nsf/defc72941c223d62c12564b30064fdcc/cdc577a3849f7573c1256aaf00262338?OpenDocument
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/slo45130.doc
http://www.ceu.hu/envsci/eianetwork/legislation/czecheia_eng.htm
http://www.eel.nl/documents/AJ76_2002.pdf
http://www.env.cz/www/zamest.nsf/defc72941c223d62c12564b30064fdcc/9948146215721cf0c1256e54004b698b?OpenDocument
http://www.buyusa.gov/europeanunion/60.pdf
http://www.elaw.org/assets/word/czech.republic.water.act.doc
http://www.env.cz/www/platnalegislativa.nsf/d79c09c54250df0dc1256e8900296e32/b9e6985e9aa11f98c12564ea003d3e04?OpenDocument
http://www.env.cz/www/platnalegislativa.nsf/d79c09c54250df0dc1256e8900296e32/43b5a6e50d46eb69c12564ea003de8b0?OpenDocument
http://www.env.cz/ris/visdn.nsf/0/feece325d47c633ac1256be00037ebda/$FILE/Vyhl_3822001_uprava_kalu.pdf
http://www.mze.cz/en/attachments/MZe5000_EN/289_1995_coll.pdf


6. Denmark 
 
Danish environmental legislation is based on the 'polluter pays' principle. The purpose of the 
Contaminated Soil Act n° 370 of 1999 is to assist in the prevention, elimination, or reduction of soil 
contamination and the hindrance or prevention of the detrimental impact of soil contamination on 
groundwater, human health, and the environment. It does not apply to soil affected by agricultural 
spreading of sludge, fertiliser, and pesticides. Regional authorities (the 14 counties and the 
municipalities of Copenhagen and Frederiksberg) are responsible for registration, investigation and 
remediation of contaminated sites covered by the Act on Contaminated Soil. As a supplement to the 
Act on Contaminated Sites, a special clean-up system for home owners was introduced with the Act 
on Economic Blight to Family Housing on Contaminated Land (The Loss of Value Act) of 1993. 
 
In September 1998 a new Guideline on Remediation of Contaminated Sites was issued, providing a 
detailed description of the management of contaminated sites. To assist in assessing risks for very 
sensitive land uses such as housing with gardens and children’s playgrounds, topsoil quality criteria 
for approximately 50 substances have been elaborated based on human toxicity. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Danish Environmental Protection Agency

Ministry of the Environment
EUGRIS portal for soil and water management in 

Europe: Denmark: policy and regulatory overview
Soil and Groundwater Protection  

Contaminated Soil Act  Act N° 370 of 02/06/1999, amended by Act 507 of 
07/06/2006 (in Danish) 

Economic Blight to Family Housing on 
Contaminated Land (The Loss of Value Act)  

Act of 1993 

Environmental Protection Act Consolidated Act N° 753 of 25/08/2001 (Danish version), 
last amended by Act no. 385 of 25/05/2005  

Waste Deposit Act - on historical deposits Act N° 420 of 13/06/1990
Planning Act Consolidated Act N° 763 of 11/09/2002

Environmental Liability Act Act N° 225 of 06/04/1994 (Danish version) 
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http://www.mst.dk/rules/Acts%20in%20force/Waste%20and%20soil%20in%20force/03050100.doc
http://www.miljoestyrelsen.dk/homepage/
http://www.mim.dk/eng/
http://www.eugris.info/FurtherDescription.asp?e=1&Ca=1&s=None&Cy=2&Co=2&Gy=318&T=Denmark%20overview&DocID=B&DocTitle=Policy_and_regulatory
http://www.mst.dk/rules/Acts%20in%20force/Waste%20and%20soil%20in%20force/03050100.doc
http://147.29.40.91/DELFIN/HTML/A2006/0050730.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/den39758.doc
http://www.mst.dk/rules/Acts%20in%20force/Waste%20and%20soil%20in%20force/03050400.doc
http://www.mst.dk/rules/Acts%20no%20longer%20in%20force/Waste%20and%20soil%20not%20in%20force/04050100.doc
http://www.lpa.dk/Topmenuen/Publikationer/Andre_sprog/2002/planning-act-2002.pdf
http://147.29.40.90/DELFIN/HTML/A1994/0022530.htm


7. Estonia 
 
The main environmental objectives and the basic environmental principles are incorporated in the 
Sustainable Development Act and in Protection of Nature Act. The 'polluter pays' principle is a 
basis for the system of economic control of pollution and is implemented in the form of a pollution 
charge system (Pollution Charge Act). The Pollution Prevention and Control Act and several 
regulations deal with soil contamination and discharge of hazardous substances into the soil. A 
system of permits and licenses for handling hazardous waste is regulated by the Waste Act.  
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Estonian Legal Language Centre

Ministry of Agriculture - Environment
Environmental Legislation

Earth's Crust Act RT I 2004, 84, 572 of 23/11/2004 (in Estonian) 
Mining Act RT I 2003, 20, 118 of 29/01/2003 (in Estonian) 
Land Improvement Act RT I 2003, 15, 84  of 22/01/2003 (in Estonian) 
Nature Conservation Act  RT I 2004, 38, 258 of 21/04/2004 (in Estonian) 
Environmental Strategy 2010 Adopted by Parliament on 26.10.2005 (only in Estonian) 
Environmental Monitoring Act RT I 1999, 10, 154 of 20/01/1999 
Sustainable development Act Act of 1995 
Pollution and contamination of the soil  

Pollution Prevention and Control Act RT I 2001, 85, 512 of 17/10/2001 
Pollution Charge Act Forced 21/05/1999  
Fertilisers Act N° 1563 of 03/12/1993
Restrictions on the use of fertilisers as a 
requirement of environment protection 

Regulation N° 23 of 04/07/1994

Discharge of waste water into water bodies and 
the ground 

Regulation N° 464 of 15/12/1994 implemented by 
Regulation N° 201 of 25/04/1995 

Discharge of pollutants into water bodies and 
into the soil

Rates for pollution charges as of 28 February 1994  

Maximum Limits for Dangerous Substances in 
Soil and Groundwater 

Regulation N°12 RTL 2004, 40, 662 of 02/04/2004 (in 
Estonian) 

Waste  
Waste Act Act RT I 1998, 57, 861 of 10/06/1998
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http://www.legaltext.ee/indexen.htm
http://www.agri.ee/
http://www.envir.ee/
http://www.investinestonia.com/pdf/Environmental_Legislation_2006.pdf
http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X90014.htm
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/ert/act.jsp?id=1011618
http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X70027K1.htm
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/ert/act.jsp?id=828901
http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X70023K1.htm
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/ert/act.jsp?id=918097
http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X90008.htm
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/ert/act.jsp?id=893104
http://www.envir.ee/orb.aw/class=file/action=preview/id=92520/Eesti+Keskkonnastrategia+2010.pdf
http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X30029K4.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/est38893.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/est20602.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/est15380.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/est14353.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=011161&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/est14382.pdf
http://www.legaltext.ee/text/en/X80054.htm
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/ert/act.jsp?id=961568
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/est49831.doc


8. Finland 
 
The Environmental Protection Act includes the provisions as contained in the Waste Act and Water 
Act in a more integrated way. There is no separate legislation in Finland covering soil protection or 
remediation of contaminated sites. The Waste Act n° 1072 of 1993, being a non-retrospective act, 
includes prohibitions on contamination of the soil and decontamination responsibilities applicable 
to contamination occurring after entry into force (01/01/1994). 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Legislation in general - on soil protection
Environmental Protection Act Act N° 86/2000 of 04/02/2000 (in Finnish)  

Decree N° 169/2000 of 18/02/2000 (in Finnish) 
Pollution and contamination of soil & water  

Waste Management and Soil Pollution  
Waste Act  Waste Act N° 1072/1993 (in Finnish) and Waste Decree 

1390/1993 (in Finnish) (both with amendments up to 
2001 included) 

Pollution damages arising from activities 
carried out between 1979-1993 

(Old) Waste Disposal Act N° 673/1994 

Garbage dumping Government Decision 861 of 01/10/1997 (only in 
Finnish) 

Construction Waste Government Decision N° 295 of 03/04/1997 (in Finnish) 
Soil and Groundwater Pollution Water Act N° 264/1961 (English version can be 

requested here) 
Protection of ground water from substances 
damaging environment and health  

Government Decision 364 of 01/06/1994 (in Finnish) 
 

Use of sewage sludge in agriculture Government Decision N°282 of 14/04/1994 (in Finnish) 
Clean-up provisions  

Chemicals Law Act N° 744/1989 (in Finnish, English version can be 
requested here) 

Act to Combat Oil Pollution on Land Act N° 378/1974 (in Finnish, English version can be 
requested here) 

Oil Spill Fund Act Act N° 379/1994 (Finnish version) 
Environmental Damage  

Act on Compensation for Environmental 
Damage  

Environmental Liability Act N° 737/1994 (in Finnish) 

Environmental Damage Insurance Act Act N° 81/1998 (in Finnish) 
Other areas covered  

Land use and building Act N° 132 of 05/02/1999 (in Finnish) 
Decree N° 895 of 10/09/1999 (in Finnish) 

Mining Act  Act N° 503/1965 (only in Finnish) 
Land extraction Act Act N° 555/1981 (only in Finnish) 

Government Regulation N° 926/2005 (only in Finnish) 
Nature conservation Act N°1096/1997 (in Finnish)  

Decree N° 160/1997 (in Finnish) 
Forest Act Act N°1093/1996 (in Finnish)  

Decree N° 1200/1996 (in Finnish) 
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http://www.finlex.fi/en/
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=162286&lan=en
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/2000/en20000086.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=23192&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/2000/en20000169.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=43481&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1993/en19931072.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=105661&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1993/en19931390.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=104956&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/smur/1997/19970861
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1997/en19970295.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=78014&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1961/en19610264
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=77998&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1994/en19940282.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=78004&lan=fi
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6602&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1989/en19890744
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=78013&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1974/en19740378
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/1994/19940379
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1994/en19940737.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6675&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/en/laki/kaannokset/1998/en19980081.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6677&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1999/en19990132.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=43497&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1999/en19990895.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=23183&lan=fi
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=23183&lan=fi
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6679&lan=fi
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=204844&lan=fi
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=109550&lan=en
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6195&lan=fi
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=109555&lan=en
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6683&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1996/en19961093.pdf
http://www.ymparisto.fi/default.asp?contentid=6684&lan=fi
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1996/en19961200.pdf
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/kaannokset/1996/en19961200.pdf


9. France 
 
There is no specific legislation on (contaminated) soil. The French approach to soil pollution and 
decontamination is broadly organized around the notion of waste (Act on Waste Disposal and 
Salvage of 1975). A site is considered as a 'polluted site' only if pollution has been proved, while in 
other countries it may be only a 'potentially polluted site', because of certain activities. The 
management and rehabilitation of contaminated soils is based on the law of 1976 on classified 
installations and the polluter-pays-principle. In the context of this law, lots of circulars have been 
issued concerning industrial pollution. "Natural" pollution (due to geochemical processes) and 
pollution related to agricultural and urban activities are thus not concerned. Two key documents are 
the circulars from the Minister of the Environment of 3 December 1993 and 10 December 1999, 
defining major features of a national policy for contaminated sites. The remediation of orphan sites 
is funded by a tax on hazardous industrial wastes which was introduced in February 1995. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites French legislation

French approach to contaminated land management
National Institute on industrial environment and risks - 

Legislation on polluted sites and soils (mainly 
circulaires and couriers) 

Portal on contaminated sites and soils - legislation
EUGRIS portal for soil and water management in 

Europe: France: policy and regulatory overview
Environment Act to organise all environmental 
legislation (until 21/09/2000) into one single 
Environmental Code with 7 books 

Ordinance N°914 of 18/09/2000 - Environment Code

Polluted sites and soils National policy: principles (in French) 
Classified Installations relevant to the 
Protection of the Environment  
 

Act N°663 of 19/07/1976, updated by Act N° 646 of 
13/07/1992 on the elimination of waste and classified 
installations; Decree of 17/10/94 (in French) - 
annulled and replaced by the Environment Act of 
21/09/2000 

Decree of 22/08/02 on the creation and the composition 
of a working group (in French) 

General policy concerning contaminated sites Circular from the Minister of the Environment of 
03/12/1993 

Blueprint for defining remediation objectives Circular from the Minister of the Environment of 
10/12/1999 

Prevention of technological and natural risks 
and damage recovery 

Law N° 699 of 30/07/2003

Code on Environment  Legislative Part: Book I, Art.  L131-3; Book II, Art.  
L215-15 ; Book V, Art. Art. L511-1 to L581-45

Regulatory Part: Book I, Art. R131-2
Code on Mining Code (in French), Book I, Title IV, Chapter III, Section 1 

& 2 
Chemical products Law N°771 of 12/07/1977  

Decree N°35 of 15/01/1979
Protocol implementing the Alpine Convention as 
regards soil conservation 

Protocol of 16/10/1998 (only in French) 

Waste   
Waste Disposal and Salvage  
 

Act N° 75-633 of 15/07/1975, updated by Act N° 646 of 
13/07/1992 on the elimination of waste and classified 
installations 

Use of sewage sludge in agriculture Decree N°1133 of 08/12/1977 
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http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/
http://infoterrefiche.brgm.fr/PDF/RP-52276-FR.pdf
http://aida.ineris.fr/sommaires_textes/sommaire_thematique/sites_et_sols_pollues
http://www.sites-pollues.ecologie.gouv.fr/
http://www.sites-pollues.ecologie.gouv.fr/ReglementationLoi.html
http://www.eugris.info/FurtherDescription.asp?e=183&Ca=1&s=None&Cy=3&Co=2&Gy=297&T=France%20overview&DocID=B&DocTitle=Policy_and_regulatory
http://195.83.177.9/code/liste.phtml?lang=uk&c=40
http://www.sites-pollues.ecologie.gouv.fr/Approche/politique_solspollues_SEP2005v2.pdf
http://aida.ineris.fr/textes/lois/text0269.htm
http://www.jura.uni-sb.de/france/adminet/jo/ENVX9200049L.html
http://www.jura.uni-sb.de/france/adminet/jo/ENVX9200049L.html
http://aida.ineris.fr/textes/arretes/text0340.htm
http://aida.ineris.fr/textes/arretes/text3316.htm
http://aida.ineris.fr/textes/arretes/text3315.htm
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/Visu?cid=622023&indice=4&table=JORF&ligneDeb=1
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/RechercheSimpleArticleCode?code=CENVIROL.rcv&art=L131-3&indice=0
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/RechercheSimpleArticleCode?code=CENVIROL.rcv&art=L215-15&indice=1
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/RechercheSimpleArticleCode?code=CENVIROL.rcv&art=L215-15&indice=1
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/RechercheSimpleArticleCode?code=CENVIROM.rcv&art=R131-2&indice=2
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/WAspad/RechercheSimplePartieCode?commun=&code=CMINIER0.rcv
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/fra1796.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/fra1802.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mul33715.pdf
http://aida.ineris.fr/textes/lois/text0266.htm
http://www.jura.uni-sb.de/france/adminet/jo/ENVX9200049L.html
http://www.jura.uni-sb.de/france/adminet/jo/ENVX9200049L.html


Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
Use of industrial sludge Order of 17/08/1998 
Erosion prevention and modification of the rural 
code 

Decree N°117 of 07/02/2005
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http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/fra50511.doc


10. Germany 
 
Until recently, regulations on the rise of water, the removal of waste material and the control of 
emissions formed a rough legal framework for soil protection. Therefore, by lack of uniform federal 
regulations, several Länder had created special soil protection provisions.  
 
The Federal Soil Protection Act n° 502 of 1998 and the corresponding ordinance, cover both 
preventive soil protection and post-contamination soil protection and, hence, also the treatment of 
contaminated sites. The water-soil legislation interface is particularly important for the cleanup of 
contaminated sites. Whilst German soil protection legislation regulates the question whether 
cleanup must be performed in such cases, water legislation is responsible for mandating how this 
must be done and what qualitative requirements must be met. The Federal Soil Protection Act 
assigns relevant regulatory powers to the Länder. Thus, the Länder may regulate areas not regulated 
by federal law. As there are 15 Länder, please find as an example the regulations for Bade-
Wurttemberg; in the other Länder they are quite similar. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites German federal ministry for the environment: soil 

conservation and contaminated sites
German Federal Environment Agency: soil protection  
Working group on soil protection of the German federal 
government and the Lander (LABO) 

On federal level 
Soil Protection Act (BBodSchG)  
Act pertaining to the protection of the soil 

Act of 24/03/1998, BGBl. 1998, 502 - amending the 
existing Federal soil protection regulations, the 
Recycling and Waste Act, the Federal Emissions 
Control Act and the Building Act 

Soil protection and contaminated sites (BBodSchV) Ordinance of 12/07/1999, BGBl. I, 1999, 1554 
Protocol implementing the Alpine Convention as 
regards soil conservation 

Protocol of 16/10/1998 (only in French) 

Agriculture  
Sewage sludge  Ordinance of 15/04/1992, BGBl. I p. 912 
Fertiliser Ordinance  Ordinance of 26/11/2003, BGBl. I p. 2373 

Waste Management  
Waste Management Law  Law of 25 April 2002, BGBl. I p. 1488 
Waste recovery and disposal Ordinance of 01/05/2002
Waste Management Concepts and Waste 
Balance Sheets 

Ordinance of 13/09/1996

Utilisation of Biowastes on Land used for 
Agricultural, Silvicultural and Horticultural 
Purposes  

Ordinance on biowastes of 21/09/1998, BGBl. I p. 2955 

Landfills and Long-Term Storage Facilities Ordinance of 24/07/2002
Other Several acts and ordinances

Federal Water Act Promulgation of 19/08/2002
Each Land has further specific regulations e.g. Bade-Wurttemberg 
Soil protection  Act of 24/06/1991, GBl 1991, 278 

 
Legal soil protection responsibilities 
(BBodSchGZuVO)  

Ordinance of 12/04/1999, GBl. 1999, 158 

Implementation of the federal Act on Soil Protection Decree of 07/04/1999, Az. 56-8810.30 –2/1 
Regulation of 04/12/1991, GABl. 1991, S. 86 
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http://www.bmu.de/english/soil_conservation_contamined_sites/current/aktuell/3874.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/soil_conservation_contamined_sites/current/aktuell/3874.php
http://www.umweltbundesamt.de/fwbs/grund/index.htm
http://www.labo-deutschland.de/
http://www.bmu.de/english/soil_conservation/doc/3276.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/soil_conservation/doc/3286.php
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mul33715.pdf
http://www.bmu.de/english/waste_management/doc/4342.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/waste_management/downloads/doc/3237.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/documents/doc/3236.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/documents/doc/3379.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/waste_management/doc/4343.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/waste_management/acts_and_ordinances/acts_and_ordinances_in_germany/doc/20203.php
http://www.bmu.de/english/documents/doc/3288.php


Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
Creation of a soil protection Commission 
Other regulations/Decrees  

Orientierungswerte 16/09/1993 idF of 01/03/1998,  GABl. 1998, S. 295 
on soil sampling 24/08/1993, GABl. 1993, S. 1017 
on anorganic dangerous substances in the soil 24/08/1998,  GABl. 1993, S. 1029 
on organic dangerous substances in the soil 10/12/1995, GABl. 1996, S. 87 
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11. Greece 
 
There is currently no Soil Protection related legislation in place, due to absence of this legislation 
on EU level. The basic aims of Law 1650/1986 on the Protection of the Environment include 
prevention of pollution and degradation of the environment and protection of soil from the disposal 
of municipal and industrial wastes and from excessive use of fertilisers and pesticides. Despite the 
lack of specific legislation, there are several components in Greek law referring (in)directly to 
control soil and groundwater contamination. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Environmental legislation - general
Protection of the environment establishing a 
framework of sanctions and liabilities 

Law N° 1650/1986 (in Greek), FEK 160 A/86 ; 
implemented by the Joint Ministerial Decisions JMD 
69269/5387/90 (OJG 678B/1990) and JMD 
73508/5512/90 (OJG 691B/1990) on project 
authorization procedures. 
Amended by Law N° 3010/2002 in order to fully 
harmonize national legislation with EU Directives 
96/61/EC and 97/11/EC. 

Waste  
National Waste Management Strategy (for both 
solid and hazardous wastes) 

JMD 14312/1302/2000 (OJG 723B/2000) 

Use of sludge in agriculture JMD 80568/4225/1991 (OJG 641B/1991) 
Sanitary disposal of solid waste JMD 29407/3508/2002 (OJG 1572B/2002), transposing 

the landfill directive.  
Ratification of the UN Convention on Desertification Ratified on 06/03/1997; Establishment of a National 

Committee to Combat Desertification (NCCD); 
preparation of a National Plan to combat drought and 
desertification - Report of 2000 - Report of 2002
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http://www.imbc.gr/institute/idd/Greek_Legislation4.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/gre51736.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/northmed/national/2001/greece-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2000/greece-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2002/greece-eng.pdf


12. Hungary 
 
General rules of environmental protection are set in the Law n° 53 of 1995. Law n° 55 of 1994 on 
agricultural lands regulates the utilisation of agricultural lands, and their  
qualitative and quantitative protection. Following a soil assessment/evaluation report, permits can 
be obtained on soil utilisation methods. This permit declares the rules of the use of waste water, 
sludge and other non-dangerous wastes in agricultural activities, the basics of  
liquid manure spreading, water regulation activities, irrigation, and other soil protection and  
soil condition improvement works. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites EUGRIS portal for soil and water management in 

Europe: Hungary: policy and regulatory overview
Contaminated land Hungary web page
Ministry of Environment and Water: Legislation on 

water and soil protection (in Hungarian) - National 
Environmental Remediation Programme

General Rules of Environmental Protection Act 53/1995, Chapter II, Land conservation, Section 14-
17 

National Environmental Remediation Programme Government Decision No. 2205/1996 (VII.24.) (in 
Hungarian) 

Pollution  
Waste management Act XLIII of 2000
Plant protection and soil conservation stations Ministry Decree FVM 21/2001 (III. 9.), implementing 

Act No. XXXV of 2000 on plant protection (in 
Hungarian) 

Agriculture & forestry  
Arable Land Act 55/1994, amended by Act XXXVI of 2004 - Chapter 

VI, Soil Conservation, Objective of Soil Conservation, 

Section 58-78 (click on WORD-icon 
Arable_ Land.doc

) 
Protection of waters against agricultural nitrate 
pollution 

Governmental Decree 49/2001 (IV. 3.) (in Hungarian) 

Application and treatment of waste water and 
sludge in agricultural activities 

Government Decree No. 50/2001 (IV.3.) (in Hungarian) 

Rules and conditions of aerial work in 
agriculture and forestry 

Joint Decree 44/2005 (V.6.) FVM-GKM-KvVM 

Groundwater protection  
Limit values  necessary to protect the quality of 
groundwater and the geologic medium 

Joint Decree N°10/2000. (VI.2.)  

Quality of Groundwater Government Decree 219/2004 (VII.21.)  (in Hungarian) 
Mining  Act XLVIII of 1993  
UN Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2002 - 2006
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http://www.eugris.info/FurtherDescription.asp?e=365&Ca=1&s=None&Cy=4&Co=2&Gy=290&T=Hungary%20overview&DocID=B&DocTitle=Policy_and_regulatory
http://www.eugris.info/EUGRISmain.asp?EUGRISID=367&Category=Country_Digests
http://www.kvvm.hu/jogszabalyok2.php?type=2&sub_section_id=2
http://www.kvvm.hu/jogszabalyok2.php?type=2&sub_section_id=2
http://www.kvvm.hu/szakmai/karmentes/kiadvanyok/remediation2002/index.htm
http://www.kvvm.hu/szakmai/karmentes/kiadvanyok/remediation2002/index.htm
http://www.ceu.hu/envsci/eianetwork/legislation/hungLIII.html
http://www.kvvm.hu/szakmai/karmentes/jogszab/jogszab07/0478.htm
http://www.rec.org/magyariroda/Documents/Act_XLIII_2000_waste.doc
http://net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy_doc.cgi?docid=A0100021.FVM
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=020228&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/hun6866E.htm
http://net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy_doc.cgi?docid=A0100049.KOR
http://www.kvvm.hu/cimg/documents/50_2001_Korm.rendelet_a_szennyv_zek__sszennyv_ziszapok_mez_gazdas_gi_felhaszn_l_s_nak__s_kezel_s_nek_szab_lyair_l.doc
http://www.fvm.hu/main.php?folderID=1568&articleID=6804&ctag=articlelist&iid=1
http://www.kvvm.hu/szakmai/karmentes/jogszab/jogszab02/10_2000_en.htm
http://net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy_doc.cgi?docid=A0400219.KOR
http://www.mgsz.hu/english/introd/MiningAct.doc
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2002/hungary-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/hungary-eng.pdf


13. Ireland 
 
There is no specific legislation governing soil protection or contaminated sites. The Waste 
Management Act deals with land contamination (i.e. environmental pollution) arising as a result of 
waste disposal and waste recovery activities. Although the Acts on Water Pollution of 1977 and 
1990 deal specifically with water, contaminated soils which have the potential to pollute surface 
and/or groundwater can be controlled under these Acts and associated Regulations. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Environmental Protection Agency - Soils Workshop

National Environmental Legislation
Protection of the Environment Act Act of  2003 on granting of licences which could 

potentially harm the environment of a protected area, 
specifying requirements concerning protection of the 
soil and groundwater if necessary 

Waste Management Regulations 1998, amending  Act of 1996   
Use of Sewage Sludge in Agriculture Waste Management Regulations, S.I. N° 267/2001, 

amending S.I. N° 148/1998
National Hazardous Waste Management Plan First Plan of 2001 - current review

Water Pollution Act  Local Government Act of 18/07/1990, amending the Act 
of 15/03/1977
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http://www.epa.ie/
http://www.epa.ie/EnvironmentalResearch/Events/EPASoilsWorkshop2006/
http://www.bmwassembly.ie/main.asp?lang=en&text=&filename=comp/agri_rural/annexe1_2/1_legis.htm
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/ZZA27Y2003.html
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ire29083.doc
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/ZZA10Y1996.html
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ire52943.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ire52941.doc
http://www.epa.ie/OurEnvironment/Waste/HazardousWasteManagement/NationalHazardousWasteManagementPlan/
http://www.epa.ie/OurEnvironment/Waste/HazardousWasteManagement/NationalHazardousWasteManagementPlan/
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ire28678.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=024380&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=024380&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL


14. Italy 
 
A lot of national laws and decrees are implemented through regional acts and decrees. In some 
cases Regions are even directly involved in the implementation of the EU laws. This very often 
results EU infringement procedures for failure to correctly transpose or implement the legislation.  
 
The Framework Act on Waste Management (Decree n° 22 of 1997), and its implementation decree, 
introduced a new and comprehensive discipline on soil pollution and decontamination. Within the 
legal framework of the Soil Protection Act n° 183 of 1989, Regional Acts on soil protection have 
been established. The Environmental Code of 2006 modifies and reformulates all Italian 
environmental law and establishes a framework law which combines together and repeal several 
regulations in the field of water, waste, air, EIA, SEA, IPPC, soil and environmental liability. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of the Environment

Agency for Environment Protection and Technical 
Services

Soil Protection Act  - Rules for the organisational 
and functional rearrangement of soil protection 

Law N°183 of 18/05/1989 (in Italian)  
e.g. Regional Act N°13 of 25/05/1999 (Marche) (in 

Italian) 
e.g. Regional Act N°91 of 11/12/1998 (Toscane) (in 

Italian) 
Environmental Code  
 

Decree N° 152 of 03/04/2006 and annexes (in Italian) - 
“Norms on environmental matters” - Part III on soil 
and water protection; Part IV, Title V: “Remediation of 
contaminated sites” 

Polluted soil  
Rehabilitation of Polluted Soil e.g. Presidential Decree N°350 of 11/10/2005 (Friuli-

Venezia Giulia) (in Italian)
Integrated pollution prevention and control Decree N°59 of 18/02/2005  (in Italian) 

e.g. Regional Act N°21 of 11/10/2004 (Emilia-Romagna) 
(in Italian) 

Environmental damage - Environmental liability Law N°349 of 08/07/1986 (in Italian), providing a 
framework for environmental protection 

Waste  
Waste Management Act  Decree N°22 of 22/02/1997 (in Italian), dealing with soil 

protection and decontamination of the soil, but failing 
to address the question of the liability for historical 
pollution 

Landfills Decree N°36 of 13/01/2003 implementing Directive 
1999/31/EC 

Ministerial Decree of 13/03/2003 on acceptability 
criteria for the landfill of waste 

Decree of 03/08/2005 laying down criteria for the 
acceptance of waste on landfills (in Italian) 

Agriculture  
Code of good agricultural practice Ministerial Decree of 19/04/1999, implementing Council 

Directive 91/676/EEC (protection of waters against 
pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources)  
(in Italian) 

Fertilizers Act Act N°748 of 19/10/1984, amended until 2005 and 
repealed by the Legislative Decree 217 of 29/04/2006

Use of sewage sludge in agriculture Decree N°99 of 27/01/1992 and annexes (in Italian) 
Provisions for the prevention of hydrogeological 
risks (flooding risk and risk for soil profile stability)  

Decree N°180 of 11/06/1998 (Legge Sarno) (in Italian) 
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http://www.minambiente.it/
http://www.apat.it/
http://www.apat.it/
http://urbanistica.regione.abruzzo.it/ProcessiErosivi/word/Legge183-1989(DifesaSuolo).html
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/ita32448.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita52284.doc
http://www.gruppo183.org/leggedelega/decretoambientale152%203%20aprile%202006.pdf
http://www.gruppo183.org/leggedelega/allegati%20decretoambientale152%203%20aprile%202006.pdf
http://www.altalex.com/index.php?idnot=33929
http://www.altalex.com/index.php?idnot=33930
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita62912.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita62912.doc
http://www.tuttoambiente.it/lex/2005/050218.html
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita48401.doc
http://www.minambiente.it/Sito/settori_azione/sdm/legislazione/amp/leggi/LEGGE860708_N349.ASP
http://www.parlamento.it/parlam/leggi/deleghe/97022dl.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita38107.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita41464.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita53649.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita37255.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=065088&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita10319.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/ita10319.pdf
http://www.geologidisicilia.it/leggi/dl%20180%2011.06.98.rtf


Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
Soil conservation and afforestation e.g. Regional Act N°36 of 16/08/1994 (Sicilia) (in 

Italian) 
e.g. Regional Act N°20 of 19/10/1992 (Calabria) (in 

Italian) 
UN Convention to Combat Desertification National action plan to combat drought and 

desertification (2000) - Report of 2000 (summary) - 
2002 - 2006

Protocol implementing the Alpine Convention as 
regards soil conservation 

Protocol of 16/10/1998 (only in French) 
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http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/ita40191.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/ita14887.htm
http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/northmed/national/2000/italy-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/northmed/national/2000/italy-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2000/italy-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2000/italy-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2002/italy-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2006/italy-eng.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mul33715.pdf


15. Latvia 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Environment - Dept. of Environmental 

Protection: Soil quality
National Environmental Policy Plan of 23/04/1995, 

implemented by the Environmental Action Plan. 
Law on Environmental Protection Law last amended 15/05/2003
Subsoil  Law of 02/05/1996 on subsoil  

Regulation N°239 of 08/07/1997 on the use of subsoil  
Circulation of fertilisers Law of 01/11/2001 
Law on Pollution Law of 01/07/2001

Integrated pollution prevention and control Concepts - Regulation N°294 of 9 July 2002 
Inventory and registration of contaminated and 
potentially contaminated areas 

Regulation N°483 of 20/11/2001 (only in Latvian ) 

Quality Standards for Soil and Ground Regulation N°804 of 25/10/2005 (only in Latvian ) 
Protection of Water and Soil from Pollution with 
Nitrates Caused by Agricultural Activity 

Regulation N°531 of 18/12/2001   

Waste  
Waste Management Law Law, last amended 22/04/2004
Utilisation, monitoring and control of sewage 
sludge and the compost thereof 

Regulation N°365 of 20/08/2002

Anti-dumping Law Law, last amended 01/03/2001
Establishment, Management and Closure of 
Municipal Waste Landfills  

Regulation N°15 of 03/01/2002

UN Convention on Desertification National Report on the Implementation of the UNCD 
(2006) 

 

 IP/A/ENVI/NT/2006-42               Page 18 of 33                                         PE 382.169

http://www.vidm.gov.lv/vide/darbJom/Eaugsn.htm
http://www.varam.gov.lv/vide/LIK/visp/Evid_aizs.htm
http://www.varam.gov.lv/vide/LIK/piesarn/Epies_lik.htm
http://www.varam.gov.lv/skd/ESkoord/proj/dan/Eippc_bukl.htm
http://www.vidm.gov.lv/vide/LIK/piesarn/L483.htm
http://www.varam.gov.lv/vide/LIK/piesarn/L804.htm
http://www.ttc.lv/index.php?&id=10&l=LV&seid=down&itid=14248
http://www.varam.gov.lv/vide/LIK/atkrit/Eatkrit_aps.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lat49437.doc
http://www.ttc.lv/index.php?&id=10&tid=50&l=EN&seid=down&itid=13721
http://www.varam.gov.lv/vide/LIK/atkrit/E15.htm
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/latvia-eng.pdf


16. Lithuania 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Environment
Environmental protection Law LR N° I-2223 of 24/03/2005 (in Lithuanian) 

(English version of 28/05/1996) 
Protected areas Law LR N° I-301 of 12/04/2001 (in Lithuanian) 
Pollution & Waste  

Waste management Law LR N° VIII-787 of 28/06/2005 (English version of 
16/06/1998) 

Pollution tax Law N° I-1188 of 02/04/1991
Use of sewage sludge for fertilisation and 
recultivation 

Order N° D1-575 of 28/11/2005

Pollution restriction and treatment of soil and 
groundwater, contaminated with oil products 

Order N° 611 of 27/11/2002, amended by Order N° D1-
187 of 05/04/2005

Underground Law LR N° I-1034 of 11/02/2004 (in Lithuanian) 
(English version of 05/07/1995) 

Land  Law LR N° I-446 of 18/07/2006 (in Lithuanian) (English 
version of 26/04/1994) 

Water Law LR N° VIII-474 of 29/04/2004 (in Lithuanian) 
(English version of 21/10/1999) 

Environmental monitoring Law LR N° VIII-529 of 04/05/2006 (in Lithuanian) 
(English version of 20/11/1997) 

Recultivation of devastated land and preservation of 
the productive soil layer  

Order N°1116 of 14/08/1995

UN Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2006
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http://www.am.lt/VI/en/VI/index.php
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=253930&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=43104
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=157257&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lit28121.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lit28121.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lit26420.doc
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=266956&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=197401&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=254042&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=254042&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=245692&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www.litlex.lt/Litlex/Eng/Frames/Laws/Documents/369.HTM
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=281309&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/lit4802.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/lit4802.htm
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=233188&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lit41412.doc
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=276158&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/lit28120.doc
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter2/dokpaieska.showdoc_e?p_id=19149&p_query=&p_tr2=
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/lithuania-eng.pdf


17. Luxembourg 
 
According to the Ministry of Environment, there is no proper law on soil protection issued so far. 
Soil protection is currently covered by 6 laws and at least 10 regulations. The Ministry of 
Environment has elaborated a draft project for a soil protection law, but this was "frozen" following 
the proposal of the European Commission for a directive on environmental liability (COM (2002) 
17) with regard to the prevention and the remediation of environmental damage (The joint text 
was published in the  Official Journal of 30 April 2004 (L 143). It was decided to put the draft 
project for a national law on soil protection on hold, in order to come up with an adequate execution 
of the existing provisions aiming at soil protection. The situation is now expected to change 
following the adoption of the Directive on environmental liability in 2004.  
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Legislation Portal

Environment Portal  
Code for the Environment Code (in French) 

Prevention and Management of Waste 
 

Law modified on 17/06/1994 (Art. 1.2.b. and Art. 16), on 
the clean-up and remediation of landfills and 
contaminated sites and establishing the 'polluter-pays' 
principle 

Classified Installations 
 

Law modified on 10/06/1999 (Art. 2, Art. 7.7, Art. 13.3 
and Art. 13.7) 

Protection of Nature and Natural resources Law modified on 19/01/2004 (Art. 7 and Art. 11) 
Fund for the Protection of the Environment Law modified on 31/05/1999 (Art. 4) 
Disposal of Waste Regulation of 24/02/2003 
Protection of groundwater against pollution by 
certain dangerous substances 

Regulation of 16/08/1982 

Used oils  Regulation of 16/08/1982 
Agriculture  

Use of Sewage Sludge Regulation of 14/04/1990 (in French) 
Use of organic fertilisers in agriculture Regulation of 20/09/1994 (in French) 
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http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2004/l_143/l_14320040430en00560075.pdf
http://www.legilux.public.lu/
http://www.environnement.public.lu/index.html
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/textescoordonnes/compilation/code_environnement/Welcome_Code_Envir.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/lux16992.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/lux8523.pdf


18. Malta 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry for Rural Affairs and the Environment
Environment Protection Act Act XX of 18/09/2001

Use of sludge in agriculture Regulations L.N. N°212 of 2001
  
Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Regulations L.N. N°234 of 2002, amended by L.N. 

N°230 of 2004
Waste management  

Landfill Regulations L.N. N°168 of 2002, amended by L.N. 
N°289 of 2002

Waste oils Regulations L.N. N°161 of 2002
Agriculture  

Fertile Soil Preservation Act Act 236 of 01/08/1973
List of Places where Fertile Soil may be deposited 
Notice 

Subsidiary legislation 236.01 of 23/01/1973

Preservation of Fertile Soil Regulations Subsidiary legislation 236.02 of 06/11/1973
Pesticides Control Act Act N°XI of 01/08/2001

UN Convention on Desertification National Report on the Implementation of the UNCD 
(2002) 
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http://www.mrae.gov.mt/
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt27616.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/mlt27919.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt34181.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt43985.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt43985.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt35210.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=030043&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=030043&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mlt35214.pdf
http://docs.justice.gov.mt/lom/legislation/english/leg/vol_5/chapt236.pdf
http://docs.justice.gov.mt/lom/legislation/english/subleg/236/01.pdf
http://docs.justice.gov.mt/lom/legislation/english/subleg/236/02.pdf
http://www.mrae.gov.mt/htdocs/docs/laws_chp430.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2002/malta-eng.pdf


19. Netherlands 
 
Quite a significant portion of Dutch soil is polluted and consequently it represents a serious social 
and environmental problem. Priority is given to preventing new forms of pollution. One of today's 
main problems is the decontamination of historical soil pollution. Sites with serious cases of soil 
pollution have to be cleaned up. Some clean-up operations in the Netherlands got already under way 
in the early eighties. 
The Soil Protection Act of 1986 aims at preventing soil pollution and gives rules for the 
decontamination of (seriously) polluted soil. The Environmental Management Act contains chapters 
on planning, licensing, waste products and enforcement. A review of the soil clean-up policy was 
launched in 1997. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites VROM (Netherlands Ministry on Housing, spatial 

planning and the environment) 
VROM - Soil policy (in Dutch) 

Environmental Management Act Act of 15/10/1992, last amended 01/05/2004
Interim Act on the Decontamination of the Soil Act of 1983, later amended and integrated in the Soil 

Protection Act 
Soil Protection Act Act of 03/07/1986 (in Dutch), consolidated on 

17/10/1996  
Act N°517 of 18/10/2001 to amend the Environment 

Protection Act, the Act on Environmentally Hazardous 
Substances, and the Soil Protection Act 

Quality of soil management Decree N°308 of 14/06/2006 (in Dutch)
Soil pollution and remediation  

Sanitation of the soil Act of 10/05/1994 modifying the soil protection act (in 
Dutch) 

Act of 30/01/1997 supplementing the soil protection act 
(in Dutch) 

Act of 15/12/2005 modifying soil protection act and 
some other acts (in Dutch) 

Financial arrangements on soil sanitation 
 

Act of 15/12/2005 and Regulation of 16/12/2005 (in 
Dutch) 

Infiltration Act of 14/11/1991 modifying groundwater act and soil 
protection act (in Dutch) 

Infiltration of Surface Water into the Soil Decree N°233 of 20/04/1993 (in Dutch) 
Use on or in the Soil or Surface Waters of 
Construction Materials 

Decree N°567 of 23/11/1995 (in Dutch) 

Fertilizing Substances Act  Act N°100 of 26/03/1998 (in Dutch)
Waste management  

Waste disposal Act of 06/11/1997 modifying the soil protection act and 
supplementing the environment protection act (in 
Dutch) 

Discharge of water for purposes of soil 
protection 

Decree N°39 of27/01/1995

Discharge of liquid substances into the soil Decree N°649 of 08/12/1997 (in Dutch)
Discharge Decree - made under the Soil 
Protection Act and amended on 14/09/2001 

Publication of the text: Decree N°492 23/10/2001 (in 
Dutch)

Soil Removal Act Act of 13/08/1996 (in Dutch)
Soil restructuring  Act N°680 of 15/12/2005 amending the Soil Protection 

Act and some other Acts (in Dutch)
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http://international.vrom.nl/pagina.html?id=5450&ref=http://www.vrom.nl/pagina.html?id=1
http://www.vrom.nl/pagina.html?id=9737
http://www.eel.nl/documents/EnvironmentalManagementActMay2004.pdf
http://wetten.overheid.nl/cgi-bin/sessioned/browsercheck/continuation=28905-002/session=093372002103796/action=javascript-result/javascript=yes
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/net8966.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=029873&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=066886&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://wetten.overheid.nl/cgi-bin/sessioned/browsercheck/continuation=28905-002/session=093372002103796/action=javascript-result/javascript=yes
http://www.st-ab.nl/wetten/0898.htm
http://wetten.overheid.nl/cgi-bin/deeplink/law1/title=BESLUIT%20FINANCIELE%20BEPALINGEN%20BODEMSANERING
http://www.vrom.nl/get.asp?file=Docs/bodem/Regeling_financiele_bepalingen_bodemsanering_2005.pdf
http://www.vrom.nl/get.asp?file=Docs/bodem/Regeling_financiele_bepalingen_bodemsanering_2005.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=006525&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/net9025.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/faolex/index.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=006487&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=013908&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=025885&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/net9051.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/net64402.pdf


 
20. Poland 
 
The Environment Protection Act of 2001 (consolidated in 2005), which is composed of nine 
sections, lays down the general principles of environment protection, creates a framework for 
administration, planning and decision-making at the national level, and regulates various matters 
related to environment protection. These matters include amongst others the protection of 
environmental resources such as soil and pollution prevention. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Environment
Protection of environment Law of 27/04/2001, Journal of Laws N°62, issue 627 

(Published text - Unified text , in Polish) 
Standards of soil quality and earth quality Regulation of 09/092002, Journal of Laws N°165, issue 

1359 (Published text , in Polish) 
Regulation of the types of installation which may 
cause substantial pollution of particular natural 
elements or the whole environment. 

Regulation of 26/06/20027 (in Polish) 

Management of natural resources (e.g. soil) Regulation 
Discharges of dangerous substances Executive Order of 05/11/1991, Journal of Laws N°116, 

issue 503 
Protection of agricultural and forester lands Law of 03/02/1995, Journal of Laws N°16, issue 78 

(Published text - Unified text , in Polish) 
Introduction of law on the protection of 
environment, law on wastes and amending some 
other laws 

Law of 27/07/2001, Journal of Laws N°100, issue 1085 
(Published text - Unified text , in Polish) 

Protection of agricultural and forest lands Act of 03/02/1995, Journal of Laws N°16, issue 78 (in 
Polish) 

Geological and Mining Act  Act of 04/02/1994, Journal of Laws N° 27, issue 96 (in 
Polish) 

Un Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2006
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http://www.mos.gov.pl/index_main.shtml
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU20010620627&type=2&name=ATTUGMZ8
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU20010620627&type=3&name=D20010627Lj.pdf
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU20021651359&type=2&name=ATTE6O3K
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/pol60002.pdf
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU19950160078&type=2&name=D19950078.pdf
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU19950160078&type=3&name=D19950078Lj.pdf
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU20011001085&type=2&name=ATTERTD5
http://isip.sejm.gov.pl/servlet/Search?todo=file&id=WDU20011001085&type=3&name=D20011085Lj.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/pol60032.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/pol60014.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/poland-eng.pdf


21. Portugal 
 
The Environmental Protection Act of 1987 defines the foundations of environmental policy with 
reference to the Portuguese constitution (Art. 1). It obliges the state and citizens to behave in an 
environmentally compatible way and threatens punishment for non-compliance. What is important 
in this context is that the 'polluter pays' principle is applied, not just with regard to a general liability 
but also with a commitment to restore the status quo ante. Based on this Environmental Framework 
Act, numerous other laws and regulations were adopted, dealing with waste, sewage, noise, 
agriculture, and also with specific cases of a regional or topic-related nature. In this context, the soil 
is often referred to as an endangered substrate that should be protected, however it is never a central 
issue.  
The Soil Act of 1976 (amended in 1979, 1980, 1984) regulates soil use in terms of economic, 
agricultural and urban development aspects. Decree n° 446 of 1991 on the use of sewage sludge in 
agriculture is the only law that establishes a direct relationship between soil and contamination. The 
concerns about soil, soil pollution and decontamination are mostly related to the sources of 
pollution and not to its effects. No specific legislation could be found regarding cleaning up or 
sanctions according to the level of damages done to others, except in a preventative way. Soil 
protection is mainly a responsibility of the Ministry of Agriculture; the Act for agrarian 
development of 1995 deals with soil, soil use and the effective protection against erosion and 
chemical or organic pollution. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of the environment

Ministry of Agriculture
Environmental Framework Act Act N°11 of 07/04/1987 (in Portuguese), with Chapter II 

on Natural Resources 
 

Soil Act Decree-Law N°794 of 05/11/1976, amended in 1979, 
1980, 1984 (in Portuguese)  

 
Agriculture  

Act for agrarian development Act of 01/09/1995 (in Portuguese) 
Use of sewage sludge in agriculture Decree N°446 of 22/11/1991 (in Portuguese)  

Order N°176 of 03/10/1996 on metal concentration in 
sewage sludge (in Portuguese) 

Uncultivated lands Law N°68 of 04/09/1993, amended in 1997 (in 
Portuguese) 

Programme for drainage and soil conservation 
(e.g. protection from erosion), under the 
Programme for Agricultural Development 
(PEDAP)

Order N°111 of 22/02/1992 (in Portuguese)

Pollution  
Discharge limits into waters and soil, in order 
to eliminate polluting agents

Order N°895 of 03/10/1994 (in Portuguese)

Prevention and control of the pollution caused 
by certain activities

Decree-Law N°194 of 21/08/2000, amended by 
Decree-Law No. 152 of 23/05/2002 on waste dumps 
(in Portuguese)

Waste management: framework measures for 
collection, transport, storage, treatment and 
elimination 

Decree-Law N°187 of 19/09/2006 (in Portuguese)  
Order  N°1023 of 20/09/2006 (in Portuguese)  
 

Waste landfills etc Decree-Law N°117 of 03/05/1994  (in Portuguese)  
Collection, treatment and removal of wastes Decree-Law N°239 of 09/09/1997, repealed by Decree-
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http://www.maotdr.gov.pt/MAOTDR/
http://www.min-agricultura.pt/
http://www.idesporto.pt/DATA/DOCS/LEGISLACAO/doc155.pdf
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/1976/11/25900.pdf
http://www.dgrf.min-agricultura.pt/v4/dgf/lex/Lei86_19950901.pdf
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/1991/11/269A00.pdf
http://www.diramb.gov.pt/data/basedoc/TXT_LN_4512_1_0001.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por11567.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por26445.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por11415.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/por65625.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por65623.doc
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/2006/09/18100.pdf
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/2006/09/18200.pdf
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/1994/05/102A00.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/faolex/index.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/por66276.pdf


Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
and bans on the burying of waste Law N°178 of 05/09/2006 (in Portuguese)  
Dangerous wastes Decree-Law N°152 of 23/05/2002 (in Portuguese)  

Resources extraction and mining  
Mineral exploitation Decree-Law N°90 of 16/03/1990  

Decree-Law N°89 of 1990
Supporting environmental recovery of 
degradated mine sites

Decree-Law N°198-A of 06/07/2001 (in Portuguese)

Clay and sand extraction: designation of 
preferential areas 

Decree-Regulation N°31 of 22/11/1995 (in Portuguese)  

National Policy to Combat Desertification 
(PANCD)

Resolution of the Council of Ministers N°69 of 
17/06/199 

UN Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2000 (summary) - Report of 2002
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http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/por66276.pdf
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/2002/05/119A00.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por34581.doc
http://www.dre.pt/pdfgratis/1995/11/270B00.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por22965.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/por22965.doc
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2000/portugal-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2002/portugal-eng.pdf


22. Romania 
 
Law n° 137 of 1995 on Environmental Protection establishes the general obligation of soil, subsoil 
and terrestrial ecosystems protection for all categories of owners. Under the Government 
Emergency Ordinance (GEO n° 195 of 2005), pollution of the soil, atmosphere or water by 
evacuation of waste or dangerous substances is considered a criminal offence whenever such 
pollution poses a threat on human, vegetal or animal life.  As regards the historic contamination of 
soil and groundwater, GEO n° 195 does not expressly provide for the extent of the parties’ liability. 
Therefore, general principles of such Law should apply.  If pollution occurs, according to the 
'polluter pays' principle, the actual owner of the polluting asset or activity shall be held liable for 
damages.  Actual owner may then turn against the seller for the purpose of recovering the 
compensation amount. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Environment and Waters Management- 

Legislation  
National Agency on Environmental Protection - Soil and 

subsoil section (Sol si subsol) 
Environmental Protection Law N°137 of 29/12/1995, republished in the Official 

Gazette no. 70 of 17/02/2000 (in Romanian, English, 
French)

Approval of Government Emergency Ordinance on 
Environmental Protection

Law N°265 of 29/06/2006 approving Government 
Emergency Ordinance N° 195/2005 on Environmental 
Protection (in Romanian)

Measures for rehabilitation through reforestation of 
degraded lands 

Law N°107 of 16/06/1999 approving Government 
Ordinance N°81/1998 (in Romanian) 

Law on mines Law  N°85 of 18/03/2003 (in Romanian) 
Law on Oil Law N°238 of 07/06/2004 (in Romanian) 
Law on land resources Law of 20/02/1991 (in Romanian) 
Land improvements Law N°138 of 28/04/2004, amended and completed by 

Law N°290/2006 (in Romanian) 
UN Convention on Desertification National report on the implementation of UNCCD (2000 

- 2002) 
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http://www.mmediu.ro/legislatie/legislatie.htm
http://www.mmediu.ro/legislatie/legislatie.htm
http://www.anpm.ro/
http://www.cdep.ro/pls/legis/legis_pck.htp_act_text?idt=22225
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/13258ENG.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/13258FRE.doc
http://www.cdep.ro/proiecte/2006/200/10/7/leg_pl217_06.pdf
http://www.parlament.ro/pls/legis/legis_pck.htp_act_text?idt=20924
http://www.cdep.ro/pls/legis/legis_pck.htp_act_text?idt=47261
http://www.cdep.ro/proiecte/2004/100/70/2/leg_pl172_04.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/rom27729.doc
http://www.cdep.ro/proiecte/2003/700/40/4/leg_pl744_03.pdf
http://www.cdep.ro/proiecte/2006/400/90/9/leg_pl499_06.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2000/romania-eng.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2002/romania-eng.pdf


23. Slovak Republic 
 
The constitution is the legal basis of the environmental policy. There also exists a general 
environmental Act n° 17 of 1992, but this contains only basic definitions and principles of 
environmental protection and has no significance for enforcement purposes. The most important 
environmental legislation is found in the sectorally based environmental acts (on water, air 
protection etc.) and their related regulations.  
Initially, there was no special legislation on soil pollution prevention in Slovakia, so activities for 
clean up and remediation were based on The Water Act n° 138 of 1973 and on the Act on 
Protection of Agricultural Soil Fund n° 307 of 1992. In 1992, a recommendation on limit 
concentrations for soil and groundwater pollution was established. The limit concentrations are used 
as guidelines to help the local environmental authorities decide what type of measures should be 
applied at contaminated sites. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of agriculture

Ministry of Environment
List of selected documents related to soil protection 
(acts, decrees etc) 1.9.2006 list of 

environmental laws  
Environment Act Act 17/1992 Coll. (in Slovak), amended by Act 

127/1994, Act 287/94. and Act 171/1998 
Nature and Landscape Protection 

Act 543/2002 Coll. 
543/2002

 (in Slovak) 
Protection and Use of the Natural Resources Act 44/1988  
Water Act Act 138/1973 (in Slovak) 

New Act 184/2002 Coll. (in Slovak) 
Pollution and hazardous substances  

Integrated prevention and control of 
environmental pollution, changing and 
amending previous Acts 

Act 245/2003 Coll. and related decrees (in Slovak), 
implemented through Decree N°391/2003 Coll. 

Persistent organic substances 

Act 127/2006 
127/2006

(in Slovak) 
Waste 

Act 409/2006 Coll. 
409/2006

(in Slovak) 
Disposal of waste in landfills Governmental regulation N°606/1992 
Charges on waste disposal Act 17/2004 Coll. 

 
Agriculture  

Protection of agricultural soil Act 307/1992 
Agricultural land protection and use Act 220/2004 Coll. and related decrees (in Slovak) 
Use of sewage sludge in agriculture Act ??? 

Mining Act Act 44/1988 (in Slovak) 
UN Convention on Desertification National Report on the Implementation of the UNCD 

(2006) 
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http://www.mpsr.sk/english/index.htm?start
http://www.enviro.gov.sk/servlets/page/778
http://www.lexdata.cz/web/lexdata.nsf/frameset?openpage&sb=C12571D20046A0B2C12566D40073C4D7
http://www.lexdata.cz/web/lexdata.nsf/frameset?openpage&sb=C12571D20046A0B2C12566D40073C4D7
http://www.lexdata.cz/web/lexdata.nsf/frameset?openpage&sb=C12571D20046A0B2C12566D40073C4D7
http://www.mpsr.sk/slovak/dok/pu_ochrana.htm?start
http://www.mpsr.sk/slovak/dok/pu_ochrana.htm?start
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/slo53360.doc
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/slovak_republic-eng.pdf


24. Slovenia 
 
The National Environmental Action Pan (NEAP, adopted in 1999, resolution in 2006) sets out 
goals, guidelines and strategy for environmental protection and the use of natural resources. The 
main goals are to prevent further chemical and physical contamination and to perform remedial 
actions where necessary and feasible. The action plan includes: preparation of legislation 
concerning the soil immission monitoring on State level; adoption the Codes of good agriculture 
practice according the Nitrate directive; proceeding of the assessment of soil pollution(quality); 
establishing soil information system on State level; and prevention measures including education 
and training. An overview of the situation can be found in a presentation from the JRC in Ispra (IT). 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Environmental Agency of the Ministry of the 

Environment and Spatial Planning on soil
Online Slovenian legislation

Environmental Protection Act Act N°39/2006 (in Slovenian) 
National Environmental Action Plan Adoption of the Plan N°83/1999 (in Slovenian) 
National Environmental Action Plan 2005-2012 Resolution N°2/2006 
Executive regulations on soil protection, based on 
the Environmental protection Act 

 

Amount of tax per unit of burden on soil for 
2006 

Decision N°120/2005 (in Slovenian) 

Limit, Warning and Critical Concentration 
Values of Dangerous Substances in Soil  

Decree N°68/1996 (in Slovenian) 

Limit input concentration values of dangerous 
substances and fertilisers in soil 

Decree N°84/2005 (in Slovenian) 

Rules on the operational monitoring of the input 
of dangerous substances and plant nutrients into 
the soil 

Regulation N°55/1997 (in Slovenian) 

Rules on Waste Management  N°84/1998 (in Slovenian) 
Rules on the landfill of waste Regulation N° 05/00, 43/04 (in Slovenian) 
Rules on soil pollution caused by waste deposits Regulations N°3/2003 and N°44/2003 (in Slovenian) 

Agricultural land act Act N°59/96, 31/98, 01/99 (in Slovenian) 
Protocol implementing the Alpine Convention as 
regards soil conservation 

Protocol of 16/10/1998 (only in French) 

Un Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2006
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http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/esbn/esbn_zagreb/Presentations/Overview_SoilInfo/Slovenia_Zagreb.pdf
http://www.arso.gov.si/podro%7Ecja/tla/
http://www.arso.gov.si/podro%7Ecja/tla/
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/main.cp2
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=200639&stevilka=1682
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/kazalo.cp2?urlid=199983
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=2005120&stevilka=5420
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=199668&stevilka=3722
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=200584&stevilka=3646
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=199755&stevilka=2869
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/kazalo.cp2?urlid=199884
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/kazalo.cp2?urlid=200443
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=20033&stevilka=13
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/objava.jsp?urlid=200344&stevilka=2129
http://www.uradni-list.si/1/kazalo.cp2?urlid=19991
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/mul33715.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/centraleu/national/2006/slovenia-eng.pdf


25. Spain 
 
Initially, except for Law n° 10 of 1998 on Waste, Spain had no legal rules that favour the protection 
of soil against contamination. Such regulation was incomplete and a more defined regime as well as 
the practice of legal disciplinary measures enforcing the compliance with soil contamination 
regulation and sanctioning its infringement were needed. Royal Decree n° 9 of 2005 establishes a 
list of potentially soil polluting activities and the criteria and standards to declare a soil as 
contaminated, providing the current legal regulations on contaminated soil with the necessary tools 
for their effective application. In some Comunidades, specific legislation for soil protection can be 
found, as it is up to the Autonomous Communities to identify and decontaminate polluted soil. 
Catalonia is considered to be the most advanced of the Autonomous Communities in waste 
management and the decontamination of polluted soil. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Agricultural Ministery - soil protection

Ministry of environment
Article on new contaminated soil in Spain

Law on Wastes Law N°10 of 21/04/1998 (in Spanish), providing norms 
and standards for regulating waste and regulating the 
treatment of soil pollution 

National Plan on Urban Residues (in Spanish) 
Pollution and contamination  

Integrated pollution prevention and control Law N°16 of 01/07//2002, amending Law N°10/1998 (in 
Spanish) 

Potentially soil contaminating activities and 
relevant criteria and standards 

Decree N°9 of 14/01//2005 (in Spanish) 

Prevention and remediation of contaminated soil Law N°1 of 04/02/2005 (in Spanish) 
National Plan for the Recuperation of 
Contaminated Soils (1995-2000)

Resolution of 28/04/1995 (in Spanish) 

Fertilizers Regulation of 28/05/1998, implementing Decree 
N°72/1988 (in Spanish) 

Regime of the soil and urban arrangement Decree N°1 of 26/06/1992 (in Spanish) 
Regional legislation  

Soil conservation and protection of natural 
vegetation cover 

Law Nº2 of 31/05/1988 (Castilla - La Mancha) (in 
Spanish)

Protection of the environment Law N°3 of 27/02/1998 (Pais Vasco) (in Spanish) 
UN Convention to Combat Desertification Report of 2000 - 2002 - 2006 (all in Spanish) 
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http://www.mapa.es/app/Condicional/Modulos/inicio.aspx?pg=1&lng=es
http://www.mma.es/portal/secciones/
http://www.environmental-expert.com/resulteacharticle4PDF.asp?file=Files%5C4823%5Carticles%5C5620%5CUMassSoilsMediTerra080205.pdf&idmainpage=68&level=3&codi=5620
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa15508.doc
http://www.mma.es/portal/secciones/calidad_contaminacion/residuos/planificacion_residuos/index.htm
http://www.gestion-ambiental.com/norma/ley/LEY_16-2002.htm
http://www.derecho.com/xml/disposiciones/min/disposicion.xml?id_disposicion=91148&desde=min
http://www.boe.es/g/es/bases_datos/doc.php?coleccion=iberlex&id=2005/90001#analisis
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa5886.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa22310.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa3972.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa3972.doc
http://www.spainhouses.net/docum/informacion/legislacion/ley_del_suelo.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/spa5725.doc
http://www.ruidos.org/Normas/Ley_PVasco_3_1998.htm
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2000/spain-spa.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2002/spain-spa.pdf
http://www.unccd.int/cop/reports/northmed/national/2006/spain-spa.pdf


26. Sweden 
 
Main environment laws in Sweden are collected in the Environmental Code. Already in 1969, the 
Swedish Environment Protection Act introduced the concept of environmentally harmful activity. A 
new Environmental Code came into force on 1 January 1999, bringing together 15 existing central 
environmental laws. Its aim is to promote sustainable development based on the understanding that 
nature is worthy of protection in its own right, and that man's right to exploit nature carries with it a 
responsibility. The Environmental Code is further elaborated and specified in the form of 
ordinances, regulations issued by public authorities and decisions taken in individual cases. The 
Code contains several general "rules of consideration", i.e. factors serving as a basis for decisions 
by regulatory and licensing authorities. These rules include the precautionary principle, the 'polluter 
pays' principle and the product choice principle (obliging to choose a less harmful substance if such 
an alternative is available).  
The Environmental Code clarifies liability for remediation of contaminated sites, on land and in 
water areas. One important new provision in the Environmental Code is the option of introducing 
Environmental Quality Standards (EQS). The Government may issue EQSs on the quality of land, 
water, air or the environment as a whole, for specific geographical areas or for all of Sweden, on the 
grounds that these are required for long-term protection of human health or the environment, or to 
remedy adverse effects. The Swedish Environment Protection Agency has developed guideline 
values for 36 contaminants or contaminant groups in soil. 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Ministry of Sustainable Development

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
Environment Protection Agency
Information on Environmental Legislation

The Swedish Environmental Code (pollution 
prevention and clean-up) 

Code adopted in 1998, entry into force 01/01/1997 (in 
Swedish) - Chapter 2 General rules of consideration - 
Chapter 10 Polluted areas 

Environmentally hazardous activities and the 
protection of public health 

Ordinance (1998:899), latest revision in 2002 

Environmental quality criteria for contaminated sites Criteria
Forest Act Act N°453 of 09/06/2004
Protection of agricultural land Act of 1979, amended in 1995 (in Swedish) 
Minerals Act of 01/01/1999 (in Swedish) 

Ordinance of 24/01/1991 - reprinted in 1999 (in Swedish) 
Management of natural resources Act N°12 of 01/07/1987 as last amended by Act N°2 of 

1996(in Swedish) 
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http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/2066/m/columnList
http://www.sweden.gov.se/sb/d/2064/m/header
http://www.naturvardsverket.se/english
http://www.internat.naturvardsverket.se/index.php3?main=/documents/legal/legal.htm
http://www.regeringen.se/content/1/c4/13/48/385ef12a.pdf
http://www.notisum.se/rnp/sls/lag/19980808.htm
http://www.internat.naturvardsverket.se/documents/legal/hazard/ordinanc.pdf
http://www.internat.naturvardsverket.se/index.php3?main=/documents/legal/legal.htm
http://www.skovognatur.dk/NR/rdonlyres/9D92132E-C3A3-4EA2-AA7C-CA099FA9B765/8281/Forestact.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/swe30359.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/swe42438.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/swe42439.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/swe28796.htm


27. United Kingdom 
 
In a Better Quality of Life (May 1999) the Government made a commitment to ensure that soil 
protection received equal priority to that of air and water in the future. The First Soil Action Plan 
for England was launched in 2004. 
The first priority for the government's policy on land contamination is to prevent the creation of 
new contamination through efficient regulation of industrial and waste disposal activities. On 1 
April 2000 a statutory regime came into force, providing an improved system for the identification 
and remediation of contaminated land ("Part IIA" of the Environment Protection Act of 1995).  
From 4 August 2006 the regime was extended to include radioactivity. Furthermore, planning and 
building control, along with urban regeneration initiatives and waste management controls also deal 
with land contamination. 
Through the Single Payment Scheme (introduced by EC Council Regulation 1782/2003) farmers 
are asked to demonstrate that they are keeping their land in Good Agricultural and Environmental 
Condition (GAEC) and complying with a number of specified legal requirements relating to the 
environment, public and plant health and animal health and welfare. Meeting these requirements is 
described in the regulations as ‘cross-compliance’. A Guidance for a "soil protection review" was 
set up by the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) . 
 
Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
General websites Department  for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

(DEFRA) - Soil Action Plan
Environment Agency for England and Wales 
Policy of the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

(SEPA) - Contaminated land
National Soil Resources Institute

Environmental Protection Act Act of 1990, containing inter alia integrated pollution 
control and waste management  

Environment Act Act of 1995 (England and Scotland), including additions 
to the Environment Protection Act of 1990, in the form 
of Part IIA 

The First Soil Action Plan for England (2004-2006) Action Plan of 2004 - Annual reports
Soil Strategy Draft soil Strategy of 2001
Soil Pollution  

Contaminated land  
England and Wales Contaminated Land -Regulations 2006 (SI 2006/1380)

DEFRA Circular 01/2006 Contaminated Land  
Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990, 

identifying and tackling contaminated land (based on 
"polluter-pays" principle) 

Scotland Contaminated Land Regulations (Scotland) 178/2000
Scottish Circular 1/2000 - Statutory guidance

Northern Ireland Policies are being developed, aiming at controlling and 
regulating contaminated land. There is a policy of 
encouraging remediation through the siting of waste 
management facilities on areas affected by 
contamination.  

Waste and Contaminated Land Order S.I. No. 2778, N.I. 
9 of 26/11/1997, amended by the pollution prevention 
and control regulations of 2003 

Pollution Prevention and Control Act of 1990
England and Wales - Regulations S.I. N°1873 of 

21/07/2000, amended by S.I. N°275 of 2002
Scotland - Order S.S.I. N°185 of 10/03/2003
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http://www.sustainable-development.gov.uk/publications/uk-strategy99/
http://www.defra.gov.uk/ENVIRONMENT/land/soil/sap/index.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1990/Ukpga_19900043_en_3.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/ENVIRONMENT/land/soil/sap/index.htm
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/?lang=_e
http://www.sepa.org.uk/policies/index.htm
http://www.sepa.org.uk/contaminated-land/index.htm
http://www.silsoe.cranfield.ac.uk/nsri/
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1990/Ukpga_19900043_en_1.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1995/Ukpga_19950025_en_1.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/ENVIRONMENT/land/soil/pdf/soilactionplan.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/ENVIRONMENT/land/soil/sap/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/consult/dss/response/index.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/SI/si2006/20061380.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/land/contaminated/pdf/circular01-2006.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/acts/acts1990/Ukpga_19900043_en_3.htm
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/legislation/scotland/ssi2000/20000178.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library3/environment/clc-00.asp
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/uk14701.doc
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/texts/uk14701.doc
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ACTS/acts1999/19990024.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=016972&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=016972&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk30457.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk38202.htm


Area covered by the legislation Reference Number (and URL link) 
Northern Ireland - Regulations S.R. N°46 of 2003, 

amending the Waste and Contaminated Land Order of 
1997 

Nitrate Sensitive Areas - Action Programme 
 

Regulations S.I. N° 1729 of 1994, last amended in 
2002

England - Regulations S.I. N°2614 of 15/10/2002  
Wales - Regulations S.I. No. 1852 (W. 202) of 

16/07/2003
Scotland - Regulations S.I. N°51 of 28/01/2003 
Northern Ireland - Regulations S.R. N°156 of 

26/03/1999 
Environmentally sensitive areas Designation Order 2000 (England): S.I. N°3049 of 2000) 

- Stage I; Designation Order 2000 (S.I. N°3050 of 
2000) - Stage II 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) S.R. N°269 of 2001
Monitoring Certification Scheme (MCERTS) of 
the Environment Agency for the chemical testing 
of soils 

Environment Agency Policy 307_03. Chemical test data 
on contaminated soils - qualification requirements 
(MCERTS) 

Remediation of historically contaminated sites Voluntary Policy: Provision of advice and involvement 
with voluntary remediation 

Landfill Tax (Site Restoration and Quarries) Order N°2075 of 21/07/1999
Regulations S.I. N°1527 of 12/06/1996, last 
amended N°769 of 2004

Agriculture  
The Common Agricultural Policy Single Payment 
and Support Schemes (Cross-compliance) 

Regulations  SI 2005 No. 3459 (An equivalent SI exists 
for Wales and for Scotland) 

Explanatory Memorandum
Standards for Sustainable Farming and Food - 
Single Payment Scheme 

Single Payment Scheme:  Cross Compliance Guidance 
for Soil Management (DEFRA) 

Guidance for the Soil Protection Review
Use of sludge in agriculture  Regulations N°880 of 1990
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http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk31977.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=029909&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=042760&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=042760&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=032924&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk20720.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk20720.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC023142&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC022718&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?database=faolex&search_type=query&table=result&query=LEX-FAOC022718&format_name=@ERALL&lang=eng
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk30940.htm
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/commondata/acrobat/230_03_vol_policy_595530.pdf
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk16720.htm
http://faolex.fao.org/cgi-bin/faolex.exe?rec_id=025438&database=FAOLEX&search_type=link&table=result&lang=eng&format_name=@ERALL
http://faolex.fao.org/docs/html/uk53128.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2005/uksi_20053459_en.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/em2005/uksiem_20053459_en.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/pubs/pdf/XCSoilGuidance2006.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/capreform/pubs/pdf/XCSoilGuidance2006.pdf
http://www.rpa.gov.uk/rpa/index.nsf/0/2ff147bac86a95fd802570d100595767/$FILE/XC%20Protect%20Review.pdf
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/SI/si1990/Uksi_19900880_en_1.htm
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